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The Wanderers 


By CARRIE ALICE WALDER 


Wagon Box Fight Number 


MAY-JUNE, 1942 25 CENTS 


Tue day, from darkness leaped alive at dawn, 
The eastern sky was radiant with light; 

A humble shelter lured the wanderers on, 

Though weary from their long ride through the night. 
The clink of hoofs, the creeking travois poles 

Broke the long silence of the desert trail, 

As gratefully the travelers neared their goal— 


A hogan just beyond the sunlit vale. 


We are indebted to the Cocks-Clark Engraving Company for the 
unusual cover design for this issue of OLD TRAVOIS TRAILS. “The 
Wanderers” is a beautiful painting by Raphael Lillywhite, a Colorado 
artist, who has been associated with the West most of his life, and 
excels in western subjects. His paintings are mostly landscapes and 
figure work, namely—riders, Indians, cowboys, etc. His work now 
consists mainly of scenic paintings for museums. 
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The Wagon Box Fight 


By CHARLES D. SCHREIBEIS 


Sioux did not follow up 
their victory over Fetterman’'s 
detachment on December 21, 
1866. Severe storms and sub-zero 
weather set in immediately after, 
and no doubt, the Indians had all 
they could do to 
keep their camps 
warm. The sur- 
vivors at Fort 
Philip Kearny, on 
the other hand, 
looked forward 
to spring for with 
it would come 
Gilmore and Por- 
ter's bull trains 
heavily laden 
with fresh sup- 
plies for the fort. 
These trains 
would bring in 
new clothing, im- 
proved arms and 
plenty of ammu- 
nition. These, in 
turn, would help 
to create a much 
better sense of 
security within 
the soldiers 
whose duty it was to protect this 
frontier. 

The long looked for trains did 
not arrive at Fort Philip Kearny 
until June. By this time the In- 
dians, too, had already retuned 
to continue the tactics practiced 
upon the garrison the previous 
year, and to become a nuisance 
to each detachment sent out from 


WAGON BOX FIGHT MONUMENT 


the stockade. While they did not 
bother the pineries, they did 
molest the workers in hay fields, 
and no doubt, planned to follow 
up their victory of December 21, 
1866, with another crushing blow 
to the garrison. 

Gilmore and 
Porter's trains 
had not only 
brought a new 
stock of much 
food and clothing 
for the garrison 
and forage for 
the stock, but 
had also brought 
700 new breech 
loading .50 cal- 
iber Allin-Spring- 
field rifles and 
100,000 rounds of 
metalic cartridg- 
es to fit the new 
rifles.1 

By this time 
developments in 
breech loading 
rifles had made 
great strides for 
their advantages 
in rapid fire overshadowed all 
other considerations. In 1865, the 
United States army had five thou- 
sand of its old muzzle-loading 
Springfields converted into breech- 
loading weapons known as the 


1. Lieutenant P. M. Shockley, “‘The Wagon 
Box Fight, The Last Important Event of Fort 
Phil. Kearny’s Short Existence,"’’ The Quarter- 
pe Review, XII (September-October, 1932) 
3. / 
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Allin-Springfield. At first the cal- 
iber was .58, fired Martin's copper 
rim-fire cartridge, and was the first 
metalic cartridge adopted by the 
entire United States army. The 
following year the caliber of the 
rifle was reduced from .58 to .50 
by brazing a tube inside of the 
barrel.? 

Other improvements were made 
in this rifle in 1868, and, no doubt, 
it was one of these rifles used in 
the Wagon Box Fight. A few 
.50 caliber cartridges have been 
found on the site of the battlefield 
and have been properly identified 
as those used in the Allin-Spring- 
field rifle at that time.® 

The services of Gilmore and 
Porter were so appreciated that 
the Quartermaster General (De- 
partment Quartermaster) George 
P. Dandy granted them a contract 
to supply the garrison with im- 
mense quantities of firewood for 
the following winter. The con- 
tract stipulated that the wagons 
would be furnished by the Quar- 
termaster Department and that the 
woodcutters be guarded by troops 
while they were cutting and haul- 
ing the logs. 

Logging camps, commonly 
known as pineries, had previous- 
ly been constructed near the base 
of the Big Horn Mountains. One 
of these, the upper pinery, was 
located near the mouth of the 
South Fork canyon of Big Piney 
Creek, while the lower pinery was 


2. James E. Hicks, What the Citizen Should 
Know About Our Arms and Weapons (New 
York: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1941) 
p. 82, ’ 

3. Ibid., p. 83. 

4. Shockley, op. cit., XII: 33-36. 


located near the mouth of Little 
Piney canyon. These served as 
a base for smaller side camps for 
the timbermen. 

Early in June (1867) an impro- 
vised corral was constructed about 
six miles from the fort at a point 
where the road forked. From here 
one road led to the upper pinery 
and the other to the lower pinery. 
Here the teamsters had removed 
fourteen wagon boxes from the 
wagons in order that the reaches 
could be extended and the run- 
ning gears used to haul the long 
heavy logs back to the fort. The 
wagon boxes were then arranged 
in an oval position thus forming 
a corral approximately 70x120 
feet. Two supply wagons also 
formed the east and west gates, 
and into this corral the draft an- 
imals were driven each evening. 
Outside of this corral the team- 
ters had pitched their tents. 


The wagon boxes were placed 
on their bottoms, and the side- 
boards were four or five feet high. 
These were constructed of ordi- 
nary inch boards, were not lined 
and had no loop holes. They 
would serve no protective purpose 
in a case of an emergency other 
than to conceal the identity and 
number of the occupants from the 
direct fire of the Indians.® 


It was then customary for the 
teamsters to depend upon the mil- 
itary escort for protection from the 
Indians, and it is possible that 


5. Frances C. Carrington, My Army Life 
(Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1910), p. 270. 

6. Max Littman, “The Wagon Box Fight as 
I Saw It,” in Grace Raymond Hebard, and E. 
A. Brininstool, The Bozeman Trail (Glendale: 
Clark, 1922), II: 75. 
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the camp was so located because 
it was handy to the teamsters and 
timbermen rather than with any 
consideration as to its strategic 
advantage in case of an Indian 
attack. 


During the month of July, Com- 
pany A had been detailed to 
guard duty for the woodsmen, and 
to perform escort duty for the 
teamsters on the log wagons 
traveling between the pineries 
and the fort. While this company 
had seen a few Indians during 
the month, nothing exciting had 
happened. 


On July 31, 1867, Company C., 
under the commund of Captain 
James Powell, was sent out to re- 
lieve Company A; but this de- 
tachment was not destined to 
have it so easy during the month 
of August, for the Indians were 
planning to inflict another major 
blow upon the garrison. 


After the Sun Dance which oc- 
curred sometime during the latter 
part of July, Red Cloud's warriors 
and a group of his Cheyenne 
allies discussed their plans for an 
attack upon the troops, however, 
they could not come to an agree- 
ment concerning the matter. Some 
of the warriors wanted to attack 
Fort Philip Kearny while others 
wished to attack Fort C. F. Smith. 


This was not in accordance 
with Red Cloud's better judgment, 
but he seems powerless at that 
time to rally all of his forces into 
unified action. Consequently his 
fighting strength was divided into 
two groups. One group, made up 
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mainly of Cheyennes,’ struck on 
August 1, 1867, at the haymakers 
who were working in the hayfield 
in the Big Horn Valley at a point 
several miles below Fort C. F. 
Smith. Red Cloud and his follow- 
ers, with Crazy Horse as the active 
leader, was, at the same time, 
almost ready to strike at the pin- 
eries near Fort Philip Keamy.® 

On the afternoon of August 1, 
1867, a log train from the lower 
pinery camped at the wagon box 
corral in order to get an early 
start to the fort the following 
morning. On August 2, reveille 
was sounded early and breakfast 
was served by sunrise; the log 
train with its escort had proceeded 
on its way toward the fort, and 
Captain Powell was down in the 
Little Piney Creek taking a bath 
when someone shouted “Indians.” 
Several mounted Indians were 
seen coming across a divide from 
the west when Captain Powell 
shouted: “Boys, the Indians are 
here! It will be a hard day for 
you all. You know what your 
orders are.”’ 9 

Lieutenant Jenness ordered the 
men at the wagon box corral to 
fall in line, and the orderly ser- 
geant ordered them to distribute 
the ammunition among the wagon 
boxes and to proceed to seek 
shelter from the Indians by con- 


cealing themselves in the wagon 
boxes, 10 


7. George E. Hyde, Red Cloud’s Folk (Nor- 
man: University of Oklahoma Press, 1937) 
p. 159. 

8. Loc. cit. 


9. Frederick Claus, “‘My Experience in the 

agon Box Fight,” in Grace Raymond Hebard, 
and E. A. Brininstool, The Bozeman Trail, 
(Glendale: Clark, 1922), II: 83. 


10. Loc. cit. 
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Sergeant Samuel §S. Gibson 
Nolan V. Deming, and anothe 
picket were at that time on guarc 
duty at the Little Piney. Deminc 
ran to warn the side camp on the 
south bank of the Little Piney, bu 
the four woodchoppers and fow 
soldiers on duty there had already 
seen the Indians and were rush 
ing toward the Little Piney canyon 
rather than toward the wagon box 
corral. 


The Indians soon set fire to the 
wagons at the side camp and 
then pursued the soldiers and 
civilians from that camp toward 
the Little Piney Canyon. The In- 
dians soon killed three of the 
soldiers, and during this desper- 
ate race for life three of the ci- 
vilians had doffed their boots in a 
frantic attempt to outrun their 
pursuers. 


The four civilians and one re- 
maining soldier finally found ref- 
uge among a mass of rock. The 
soldier, however, because too cu- 
rious to see what was going on 
outside and as he raised up his 
head to look he received a fatal 
shot right between the eyes.!! 


Perhaps the theatre of war at 
the wagon box corral became 
more attractive to the Indians who 
had attacked the side camp and 
pursued the soldiers and civilians 
up the Little Piney Canyon, for 
no further attempts were made by 
them to molest the four civilians 
who were now hidden among the 
rocks. 

Through the excitement of 
things the pickets Gibson, Dem- 


11. George Geier, “The Side Camp,” in Old 
Travois Trails, II (July-August, 1941) p. 16. 
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| ing, and another had not been 
| signalled to return to camp from 


the Little Piney, but when it be- 
came evident to them that they 
would be obliged to seek shelter 
or sacrifice their scalps, they 
made a running fight toward the 
wagon box corral. By the time 
that the three pickets were exert- 
ing every effort to get back to 
camp, and the pursuing Indians 
were gaining upon them, young 
Corporal Max Littmann saw their 
predicament, ran toward them, 
dropped on one knee, and opened 
such an effective fire upon the 
Indians that they were obliged to 
fall back. 

Upon arrival at the corral, Ser- 
geant Gibson reported to Captain 
James Powell and apologized for 
having left his post without a sig- 
nal, but Captain Powell assured 
him that he had done nobly. By 
this time twenty-five soldiers, two 
officers, five civilians (teamsters), 
making a total of thirty-two men, 
had assembled at the corral. 

Captain Powell gave orders 
rapidly and coolly before the at- 
tack but none during the fight. 
His men realized their predica- 
ment and endeavored to construct 
better breastworks than the thin 
wagon boxes afforded by piling 
up bull yokes, barrels, and such 
other materials as were available 
to them, and then awaited the 
attack with grim determination. 

The Indians intended to use the 
same old decoy party trick which 
they had used so successfully in 
the Fetterman disaster, but the 
eager warriors came out of their 
hiding places before the plan 
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could be carried out. About two 
hundred braves stampeded the 
herd of horses and mules belong- 
ing to the fort, while another group 
planned to attack the guards and 
timbermen.} 


Chief Red Cloud took a com- 
manding position on the summit 
of Sullivant Hill to the east, but 
Crazy Horse had been picked as 
the active leader in this battle. 
The warriors, stripped to the skin 
except for breech clouts and moc- 
casins, were hideously painted, 
and as they moved cautiously 
toward the little corral with its 
brave handful of men, Captain 
Powell gave his last order: ‘Men, 
here they come! Get your places 
and shoot to kill!” and immediate- 
ly the men opened fire. 

As soon as the soldiers and 
timbermen had fired their first 
volley, the Indians, with wild cries 
and shrill warwhoops, charged the 
little corral only to be met by an- 
other and another volley from 
over the tops of the wagon boxes, 
until the Indians were obliged to 
fall back.!8 


The Indians had planned, no 
doubt, to allow the defenders of 
the little corral to fire their old 
muzzle loaders and then charge 
them before they could have time 
to reload. Something, however, 
had gone wrong, for out on the 
field were many wounded and 
dying Indians, as well as kicking 


‘ and screaming horses. It was the 


rapidity in which the men were 
able to deliver the fire from the 


12, Hyde, op. cit., p. 159. 


13. E. A. Brininstool, Fighting Red Cloud’s 
Warriors (Columbus, Hunter-Trader-Trapper 
Co., 1926) as quoted by Samuel S. Gibson, p. 66. 
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new Allin-Springfield rifles that 
had puzzled the Indians. They 
then withdrew out of range while 
their leaders held a consultation. 
Could it be possible that there 
were more men concealed behind 
the wagon boxes than their scouts 
had reported? 

In spite of the fact that the In- 
dians had been baffled in their 
first attempt to take the corral, the 
defenders too had paid a heavy 
toll in blood during their brave 
stand, for Lieutenant John G. Jen- 
ness, and privates Henry Hag- 
gerty and Thomas Doyle had 
fallen. All had been pierced by 
rifle balls, for by this time the In- 
dians, too, had guns which they 
had acquired through traffic, cap- 
tured wagon trains, and the Fet- 
terman disaster. 

Soon the Indians were seen 
signaling the reserve forces into 
action, and again the Indians 
charged. It was now noticed that 
several of the tents outside of the 
corral would obstruct the view of 
the chargers, so several of the 
men rushed out and proceeded to 
pull them down. In this they 
were successful in all except one 
tent, for the Indians got so close 
that the defenders were obliged 
to rush back to the corral before 
the last tent had fallen. 


Again the men in the corral 
fired upon the Indians, and 
opened such great gaps in their 
ranks that the Indians were again 
obliged to retreat out of range of 
the rifles. By this time the men 
in the corral began to feel the 
fatigue of battle, the effects of the 
scorching sun, and the need for 
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water, which in their excitement 
they had neglected to provide. 
There was, however, a barrel with 
water about thirty feet outside of 
the corral where the cooks pre- 
pared the meals for the camp, but 
this had been struck by bullets 
several times and the water had 
nearly all leaked out. 


There were, however, two camp 
kettles under the wagon beyond 
the east end of the corral, in 
which coffee had been made in 
the morning. These had been 
filled with water poured over the 
top of the used coffee grounds by 
the camp cook. Privates John 
Grady and Sergeant Gibson 
planned to get this water. They 
crawled out of the corral and 
were successful in reaching the 
kettles before they were observed 
by the Indians, but as they began 
to crawl back, shots were fired 
and bullets began to strike the 
kettles, but both heroes got back 
to the corral in time to save their 
scalps and some of the water. 


Then came the greatest charge 
of the day. From a ravine ap- 
proximately ninety yards from the 
east end of the corral it seemed 
that a horde of warriors was com- 
ing on foot in a wedge shaped 
formation. This time it looked as 
though the defenders of the cor- 
ral would certainly be wiped out 


’ for in spite of the fact that they 


sent several volleys into this 
wedge-shaped mass, the Indians 
would fill in the gaps and con- 
tinue to come toward them. On 
the Indians came until the de- 


(Continued on page 16) 
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FORT PHILIP KEARNY 


Site of Fort Philip Kearny, built in 1866 at the forks of the 
Pineys, and near the present U. S. Highway 87, is approximately 
25 miles south of Sheridan, Wyoming. This was originally the 
headquarters fort for the Mountain District which also included 
forts Reno and C. F. Smith on the old Bozeman Trail. The fort 
was abandoned by the provisions of the Sioux Treaty (1868), in 
an attempt to establish peace with the Indians, who under Red 
Cloud had constantly harassed the garrison during its short period 
of existence. 


The military portion of the fort was 600x700 feet, surrounded 
by an eight-foot stockade of heavy pine logs, with block houses 
at two diagonal corners. A portion of the stockade and one 
cabin modeled after an officers’ quarters have been built. A 
movement is now under way to have this fort, along with the 
sites of the Fetterman National Monument, Wagon Box Fight, and 
the Connor Battlefield included in one national park. 


Site of the Fetterman Disaster is 20 miles south of Sheridan, 
Wyoming, on the old country road over Lodge Trail Ridge. Here 
on December 21, 1866, a force of 3000 Sioux, Cheyenne, and 
Arapahoe Indians ambushed a detachment of 81 men and officers 
under Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Fetterman. There were no sur- 
vivors. 


Site of the Wagon Box Fight is located between the South 
Piney and Little Piney about five miles west of Fort Philip Kearny. 
Here on August 2, 1867, a detachment of 32 men and officers 
under the command of Captain James Powell repulsed a horde of 
Indians from behind a corral of fourteen ordinary wagon boxes. 
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THE WAGON BOX FIGHT 
(Continued from page 14) 


fenders could see the whites of 
their eyes, but the firing was now 
so rapid that the Indians were 
again obliged to tum and flee in 
disorder. 

It was now about one o'clock 
p.m. The men had been fighting 
since about seven o'clock a. m. 
and all of them were now almost 
exhausted from the terrific strain 
of battle, the awful heat of the 
day, and the smoke and stench 
caused by fire arrows which had 
ignited the dry manure and scat- 
tered bits of hay in the corral, 
which smouldered throughout the 
battle. 

Then the boom of a cannon was 
heard to the east of them. All 
recognized that the noise came 
from a howitzer and realized that 
reinforcements were coming to 
the rescue. The Indians who were 
located on the summit of Sullivant 
Hill also understood the situation, 
began to slip down the hill into 
the South Piney Valley and re- 
treat toward the northwest, from 
which direction they had first ap- 
peared that morning. Then a long 
line of soldiers in blue uniforms, 
under the command of Major 
Smith appeared. Relief had come 
from Fort Philip Kearny and the 
men in the wagon-box corral were 
so relieved that they acted like 
maniacs, for they had stood the 


» strain of five separate and desper- 


ate charges from the Indians. 
The post surgeon, Dr. Horton, 
soon took stock of the casualties, 
gave each man a drink of whisky, 
and began to administer first aid 
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to the wounded. The brave de- 
fenders of the famous wagon box 
fight were soon ready to return 
with the relief party to Fort Philip 
Kearny. As they topped the crest 
of Sullivant Hill, they looked back 
up the South Piney Valley and 
saw a great number of Indian 
ponies dragging travois loaded 
with dead and wounded Indians. 
It was impossible to determine 
how many were killed, but no 
doubt, each survivor of the famous 
wagon box fight returned to the 
old post with the satisfaction that 
he had done his part to avenge 
the Indians of the Fetterman dis- 
aster. 


The four civilians who had so 
narrowly escaped from the side 
camp remained in their barricade 
of rock somewhere between the 
Little Piney and Bear Creek until 
sometime during the middle of the 
night when they became so thirsty 
that they decided that it would be 
more desirable to take a chance 
with the Indians rather than to 
continue to suffer the torture of 
thirst. 

Cautiously they crawled out of 
their hiding place and slipped 
down to Bear Creek for water. 
After they had slaked their thirst 
they followed down this stream 
to its junction with the Little Piney 
and continued their journey down 
the valley. By five o'clock the 
next morning the four footsore 
civilians arrived at Fort Philip 
Kearny. Mr. Minnick was the 
only civilian in the group who had 
retained his shoes during the race 
for life up the Little Piney Canyon. 
By this time the other three men 
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had such sore feet that they were 
unable to walk for a week after 
the wagon box fight.14 

Both the Sioux and the defend- 
ers in the wagon box fight have 
claimed the victory, but there is 
little doubt now that the fight 
amounted to much less as a battle 
than some of the defenders had 
imagined. On the other hand it, 
no doubt, amounted to a great 
deal more in determining the fate 
of the Powder River region than 
its defenders ever imagined. 

Estimates of the Indian losses 
have reached the ridiculous height 
of fifteen hundred braves killed in 
this battle. On the other hand the 
Indians have gone to the other 
extreme and claim as few as six 
killed and six wounded in the 
battle. Perhaps Captain J. N. 
Powell's official report of the bat- 
tle in which he estimated about 
sixty Indians killed would be more 
nearly correct. The Indians had, 
however, stampeded the stock. 

Perhaps Red Cloud did lose 
face by not being able to rally all 
of his forces in one unified attack 
and had struck a more decisive 
blow against the defenders. Red 
Cloud’s War, however, had 
opened the eyes of the govern- 
ment officials at Washington to 
the realization that Red Cloud was 
not merely a leader of a sub-band 
of malcontents. They realized 
now that the government would 


‘ be obliged either to make peace 


with these Indians according to 
Red Cloud's terms or be obliged 
to wage a long and costly war. 
It soon became apparent that 


14, Geier, loc. cit. 
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these officials intended to give in 
and they began to seek excuses 
which would justify such a policy. 
They rationalized that if they 
should humor Red Cloud that the 
Union Pacific railroad could be 
built more rapidly, and that after 
its completion that there would be 
litle need to keep the Bozeman 
Trail open through the Powder 
River region, and, at the same 
time, avoid another costly Indian 
war. 

The following December, 1867, 
the Fortieth Congress proposed an 
act to establish peace with certain 
hostile Indian tribes. It took into 
account the security of persons 
and property along railroad lines, 
and also provided that future In- 
dian reservations should be so 
located that they would not inter- 
fere with wagon roads which had 
been located by authority of the 
government, or such railroad 
routes as the Northern Pacific, 
Union Pacific, and the proposed 
Atlantic and Pacific railroad by 
way of Albuquerque.1!5 

The next year (1868) a peace 
was established after this plan 
with several of the hostile Indian 
tribes, but the Laramie Treaty 
with Red Cloud’s Sioux followers 
was made according to Red 
Cloud's terms. It provided that 
the Bozeman Trail through the 
Powder River region be closed; 
that forts C. F. Smith, Philip Kear- 
ny, and Reno be abandoned; and 
that the last trooper be retired 
from the region. After these pro- 
visions were actually accom- 
plished by the government, Red 


15. U. 8. Statutes at Large (1869), 16-17. 
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Cloud signed the treaty which 
officially released to him all of 
the unceded Indian territory which 
his tribe had previously occupied 
and had fought so hard to hold.16 
16. “Sioux “Treaty” (appendix) Annals of 
Wyoming, 13 (October, 1941), p. 328. 
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A HOME IN WYOMING 


By LORAH B. CHAFFIN 


Ox, give me a home in Wyoming, 
Where the coyotes howl ‘round my door. 
Oh, take me away from the city 

With its maddening din and roar. 

I long for the wide open spaces 

And the stars that shine o’er the hills 
Where the antelope play in the sunshine 
And the blue ousel dips in the rills. 


Oh, give me a home in Wyoming, 
Just a cozy shack on a hill, 

Where the robins wake you at sunrise 
And the air is sweet and still. 
Where friendship is finer than favors 
And truth is far better than gold. 

Oh, give me a home in Wyoming 
And loved ones to cherish and hold. 
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SUNSET ON THE BIG HORNS 


By LOUJINCY POLK 


Wuen daylight is fading, and Old Man Sun 
Slowly enters his tepee at night; 

He sends out a message to bless everyone 
Before he shuts out all the light; 

It comes on the soft evening zephyrs that float 
Gently down from the mountains above; 

And Lo, the enchantment that glows for awhile 


In the pale magic tints of his love. 


The mountains are mirrors reflecting the hues 
On the beautiful valleys below; 

And the tepees are tinted with pale pinks and blues 
With mauve and with lavender glow; 

Then the Old Man lies down in his tepee of night 
On a sweet scented sage brush bed, 

And the red children know that when one sleep is through 
In the East he will show his bright head. 
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